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As COVID-19 rolls across the country, there are few clients that are not dealing with it yet.
Here are some straight answers to the questions I'm getting all the time. I'm not linking to
resources because I know you don't have time to read that stuff. I have some COVID links on
my webpage and I'm updating my Wilhide Consulting Facebook page more frequently.

1. Can we skill someone for COVID-19 if they have it? Yes. You can.

2. Can we pick up all our tube feeders who exhausted and skill them for another 100 days
under the waiver? No. You can't.

3. We have a resident who finished therapy today and has COVID-19, can we continue to
skill? Yes. You can.

4. Can we code isolation for anyone who has COVID-19? No, they haven't changed the RAI
Manual rules for coding isolation on the MDS. You can only code it if you have the space to
put them in a private room, with all the other criteria met.

5. Can we code isolation if all 4 criteria are met but we are just isolating them due to a known
exposure but no symptoms? No. You can't

6. Can we code isolation if we can't get a test done but the MD says they have COVID-19
and they are symptomatic? Yes, you can if all 4 criteria are met. The manual says
"active infection (i.e., symptomatic and/or have a positive test and are in the contagious
stage)"

7. If we have a COVID-19 patient somewhere that's not a certified bed, due to the waiver,
what do we transmit? We have a group in the rehab gym. You transmit as if it's a certified
bed. Entry, PPS, OBRA, discharges.

8. The ICD 10 coding manual says B97.21 is SARS coronavirus as a cause for diseases
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classified elsewhere. Don't I use that for COVID-19 pneumonia? No, you don't. Here's the
scoop on SARS, but I have links to the brand new coding guidance that we must add to our
coding books on my website under resources. The disease that causes what we're all calling
Coronavirus is SARs CoV-2, the disease that causes COVID-19. This is a novel virus (novel
means "new"). B97.21 is for a different SARS coronavirus. Since April 1, you use the
diagnosis code U07.1 for COVID-19, which is SARs CoV-2 which some are just calling
Coronavirus.

10. We have someone who lives in IL who fell and broke her wrist and the hospital put a cast
on it and is sending her back, not admitted. Can we skill her under the waiver? Yes. You can.

11. Do we need the hospital to say anything in their documentation to use the waiver? No.
you don't. Just put DR on the claim.

12. What do we do about MDS interviews? Just do the next right thing that makes sense in
every situation. Some are using video chat, some are going in, with the interview written
down and showing that. Some are putting dashes. Do not break PPE to ask the questions.
Dash before you do that.

13. What about QMs, 5 star? Don't know and don't care. CMS says they are waving some
stuff but we just don't need to worry about that. We have no control over what they do about
that. Just do the next right thing.

My number is 909-800-9124. You can text me if something comes up and you don't have time
to plow through all the CMS guidance coming out. I'll answer. I'll look it up. It doesn't matter if
you're a client or not. We're all in this together. I see you. I know what you are up against. I
appreciate you.

-Judy
Judy Wilhide Brandt, RN, BA, RAC-MTA, CPC, QCP, DNS-CT
judy@judywilhide.com
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